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Anerigan Consulate General 
Shangiai, Ghina 








 Dear.Lewis: 


ee YA 
ag Gebh Siseussing operations with some of cur intelli- 3 (ae? 
Gense people this morning I was struck by the fact that ).- 

our. Gommuniat friends in all probabliity know who is 

condugting our operations and Will undoubtedly make it 

hot for these outfits should they ever take over Shanghai, 

I suggested that {t might be wise to ‘have the top people 
appointed as one form ox another of assistant attache, 

with diplomatic Status. i a » ; | 

. dn thinking this question over further it struok me 

that there was an obvious anomaly regarding this Consulate 
General dinany ease, It would seen to me that 1+ should 
be called .."Embassy'Hoonomic and Consula Y Seations", or 
‘Embassy Eeonomic Sectipn and Consulate General", rather 
than a Consulate General. say this because nearly half 
of the Consulate General's functions are actually of a 
diplomatic natore. A number of: diplomtic missions have 
thelr headquarters here or have sections here, and the 


ee | Foreign. offica has of course a branch office here. I am 











thinking primarizy, however, in tems of the added legal 
' protection which we would have in the event.that we 
should ever be confronted with an unfriendly government 
in this city, a & teed . 


Ed gee nothing nisre illogical in: Oa oe! soon 
in the present. set-up. What we have in effect at the 
present time is a combined office Split into two sections. 


. If you see any merit to this idea would you discuss 
it with the Ambassador and let me know what you deoide to 
do about it. ae 


Very singerely, 


: | | John M. Cabot 
 Th@ Honorable = = =| 
| Minister-Counselor, = 
American Eubassy, 
Nanking. 





TOP SECRET‘ 





